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Crowded intersection
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Meeting concerns with action
AMO’s Healthy Democracy Project
• AMO’s Healthy Democracy Project promotes the value and importance 

of municipal governments in Ontario's political system, including the 
importance of diversity of leadership and perspectives.

• The Healthy Democracy Project builds on AMO’s 2021—2022 We All 
Win campaign and works to:

• Attract more diverse candidates to municipal office.
• Support elected officials to be equity-informed leaders.
• Promote more respect for the people engaged in democratic processes.
• Encourage greater participation in local democracy and an increase in voter 

turnout.
• Promote greater civic engagement and greater awareness of the role of municipal 

government.

https://www.amo.on.ca/healthy-democracy
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• Representative councils
• Resources, tools, and 

training
• Equity-informed leadership
• People running for office 

don’t feel alone and have 
recourse

• Increase trust in local 
government

• Improving the tone 
of discourse

• AMO as a thought leader 
on participatory democracy

• Civic education and youth 
engagement

• Civic engagement support 
for AMO members

• AMO member engagement 
in Healthy Democracy work

Respect for Democracy Engagement & EducationWe All Win
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A “Confluence of Concerns”
• Concern 1: Growing incivility and toxicity in local politics

• Concern 2: Civic engagement is being restricted

• Concern 3: Steadily declining candidate registrations

• Concern 4: Rapidly declining voter turnout
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#1 Incivility and Toxicity
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#2 Civic Engagement



#3 Declining turnout



#3 Declining turnout



#3 Declining turnout



#4 Declining candidate registration



#4 Declining candidate registration
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Clearing the Collision
Strengthening Local Democracy

• Local Democracy Accelerator

• Democratic Engagement Solutions Bank

• Voter turnout framework

• Civility & Anti-Harassment Strategy
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Clearing the Collision
Strengthening Local Democracy

• Youth Engagement & Civic Education

• Public Affairs Campaign

• Healthy Democracy Forums
• June 11: Rural Healthy Democracy Forum
• October 18 & 19: 2nd Healthy Democracy Forum
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Democratic Engagement Solutions Bank
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Democratic Engagement Solutions Bank
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Voter Turnout: Motivation & Barriers



Hope, Optimism, and Partnerships

Voter Turnout 
Report

Public Affairs 
Campaign

Civility &    
Anti-Harassment 

Strategy

Civic Education & 
Youth Engagement

Healthy 
Democracy 

Forums

Democratic 
Engagement 

Solutions Bank

Local 
Democracy 
Accelerator



Discussion
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Thank you
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